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                         PDF, AP demand ban on ‘illegal’ import of Iranian fruit to protect Kashmiri apple trade

                        

                        Post by  on Wednesday, January 5, 2022 


                        
                            
                        


                        Srinagar, Jan 04: Chairman Peoples’ Democratic Front (PDF) chairman and former minister, Hakeem Yaseen and senior vice-president of Peoples’ Conference (PC) Abdul GaniVakil, in separate statements, Tuesday urged the Government of India (GOI) to ban “illegal import” of Iranian apple, which is being imported under the garb of Afghan apples through Wagah Border without any import duty.

He has demanded to levy import duty on Iranian fruits to make Kashmir apples competitive in the open market.

Hakeem Yaseen said due to the import of Iranian fruit without import duty, these are sold at low prices as against high quality Kashmiri apples.

He said the import of Iranian apples via Afghanistan has put the Kashmiri apple trade in a tough situation in the market. He said Iranian fruits are imported through Wagah Border without import duty making them cheaper in the market. He has also sought intervention of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha to safeguard the interests of fruit growers of Jammu and Kashmir.

Meanwhile, senior vice-president Peoples’ Conference (PC) Abdul GaniVakil Tuesday asked the government to impose a blanket ban on Iranian apples as it has “ruined the market of home-grown Kashmiri apples.” He said that such attempts are aimed to discourage fruit growers and amounts to depriving thousands of people from their livelihood in Kashmir valley.
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